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YWCA of Thompson Women of Distinction Awards honours women whose outstanding activities and achievements contribute to the well-being and future of our community.  Recognized nationally as one of the most prestigious awards for women, 2012 will be the fourth year of the YWCA of Thompson Women of Distinction Awards.

Nominees will be honoured at the YWCA of Thompson Women of Distinction Awards dinner to be held on Saturday, April 14th, 2012. Award recipients will be announced at the awards dinner. 
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NOMINATION CRITERIA

A Woman of Distinction inspires others.  She has achieved outstanding success by:

1. Being a leader and role model

2. Breaking new ground or old barriers

3. Participating actively as a volunteer

4. Guiding, supporting and encouraging the development of others

5. Showing vision, creativity and initiative

6. Making a sustained commitment and significant difference

7. Being respected by her community for her contributions

HOW DO I MAKE A NOMINATION?

Review the Nomination Criteria then complete the following:

1. Nomination Form:
General information regarding both the nominee and nominator.  A separate letter will go to the nominee after the nomination is received, requesting her consent on the use of her name, photograph and application information in the media in connection with the awards.
2. Statement of Nomination (max 4 pages): 

The Statement of Nomination is the most important piece of the nomination. The Statement of Nomination must include:

a. A general description of the nominee with respect to the nomination criteria.

b. Essay format answering the following questions:

i. How does your nominee demonstrate her commitment to improving the lives of people in her community? (25 points)

ii. Why is your nominee recognized as a role model? (20 points)

iii. What impact has the leadership of your nominee had on others? (20 points)

iv. How has your nominee broken new ground or old barriers?  How does she epitomize change in a particular environment or made an impact in her chosen endeavour? (20 points)

3. Letters of Support (optional - five maximum):

Each letter must be no longer than one page. The letters can be included with the nomination package or can be delivered separately to the YWCA. Letters should be addressed to the Selections Committee. The most effective letters of support come from a variety of supporters.  Current YWCA staff members and board of directors cannot submit letters of support.
4. Supplemental documents (optional):

A maximum of two pages of additional material (articles, certificates, etc.) about the nominee may be included. Nomination packages will be kept for a period of one year and will not be returned.

Nom
WHO MAY NOMINATE?

Nomination packages can be submitted by an individual, business or organization. Current YWCA staff members and board of directors are not eligible to make a nomination.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Determining the winner of each award is a difficult and challenging process because of the uniqueness and attributes of each nominee.  The Selections Committee must base their decisions for the award winners solely on the information provided in the nomination packages.  Nominations are scored against the criteria listed under the Statement of Nomination information.  Please provide as much information as possible on your nominee.  The committee may contact nominees, nominators and supporters to confirm information.  
Award winners may not be nominated in the year following the award presentation.
WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

Eligible nominees must:

a. Live and work in any Manitoba community north of the 53rd parallel.
b. Satisfy each of the seven Nomination Criteria.

c. Consent to their nomination and the publication of their name, photo and information in connection with the 2012 awards.

d. Be available to attend the awards dinner on Saturday April 14th, 2012.

e. For the Chantelle Chornoby Memorial Award for Young Woman of Distinction category, be 30 years of age or under, as of December 31st, 2011.

APPLICATION FEE

Please include a $25 application fee with the Nomination Package.  This fee is to cover the cost of the awards dinner meal for the nominee.  A complimentary awards dinner ticket will be provided to all nominees.  Cheques should be made payable to the YWCA of Thompson.

Additional tickets may be purchased for $50 per person.

AWARD CATEGORIES








WOMAN OF DISTINCTION (more than one award may be given out in this category)





She is unwavering in her commitment as a leader and role model and is respected by her community for her contributions.  Examples of areas of achievement include community building, volunteerism, healthy living, business, arts and culture.











CHANTELLE CHORNOBY MEMORIAL AWARD FOR YOUNG WOMAN OF DISTINCTION





She is an exceptional young woman aged 30 or under who demonstrates leadership, maturity and compassion. Through her commitment to a cause or pursuit of a personal dream, this young woman has shown perseverance, innovation and a keen understanding of community issues.














Deliver or mail complete nomination packages by Monday, February 13th, 2012 to:





YWCA of Thompson


Women of Distinction Awards


39 Nickel Road


Thompson, MB R8N 0Y5





For more information, contact Arlene Katchmar


Telephone: 204-778-1204


E-mail: akatchmar@mts.net











